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PUSHING WAR PREPARATIONS I
SINKING OF ANOTHER

AMERICAN STEAMER ADDS

TO GRAVE SITUATION

Government Officials Doing Everything Possible

fo Place Nation in Position to Meet War Co-

nditionsPresident Giving Subject

Undivided Attention.

WASHINGTON'. March 23. Presi-- I

p f dent Wilson's address to congress was
IF taken up in its Irritative form at 's

cabinet mooting. While us ex-

act nature will be determined by the
developments of the next ten days, it

0 is expected to be specific in character
j and probably will outline just what

steps he believes congress should take
ig. to meet the war like operations of Ger-1e- .

man submarines.
U, Administration officials realize thai,
to during; the period of waiting, a sus-- ;

08 tain"! effort is being made in Germany
I (o place the responsibility for war on

the United States. The hint of an of- -

fer of mediation is regarded as an add-
ed evidence of this movement, but the

k president and all his advisers are de-

termined that if war actually comes
it shall be clear to the world that it
ha? not been of America's choosing.

The president, to keep in touch with
army and navy preparations, cancelled
practically all engagements today, ex-- '
cept one wita Governor McCall of
Massachusetts, who wanted to confer
on ways in which the state might co- -

operate with the federal government.'
J I

WASHINGTON, March 23. Sinking
by a German submarine of the Araeri
can steamer Healdton with the proba-
ble loss of a score or more of her crew,
many of whom were Americans, while
another grave addition to the long list
of German aggressions against Ameri-- j
can commerce, cannot cause any im--

mediate change in the situation be-

tween the United States and Germany
it was said here today. A virtual state
of war already exists, government of-

ficials believe, and they are doing ev-

erything possible to prepare the nation
to meet that condition.

The destruction of the Healdton.
however, will he included by President
Wilson in his summary of German at-

tacks on American commerce when
he goes before congress, which meets
in extraordinary session on April 2.

Ship Given No Warning.
The pre sident received his first of--1

ficial reoprts on the incident early to-

day. The news came in a cabled re-- 1

port last night from American Consul
Mahin at Amsterdam after the presi-
dent had retired.

The consul reported that the vessel,
which was unarmed, was torpedo. d
without warning off the coast of Hol-- I

land on Wednesday.
Thp president is devoting his almost

undivided attention to preparations for
national defense and it is expected
that he will continue. to do so In the
interval between now and the conen

I ing of congress.

Healdton Was Insured.
WASHINGTON, March 23. The
mrriran tanker Healdton, torpedoed

and sunk off the Dutch coast Wednes- - '

day night, was insured by the govern-
ment's war risk bureau for $499,000.

The loss of the Healdton is the great-
est yet sustained by the bureau. The
next largest was the loss of the steam-
er Illinois, insured for 5250,000.

Heavy Insurances Granted.
Approximately $64,000,000 in insur-

ance has been issued by the bureau on
American ships and cargoes within
the last thirty days. Much of this
amount has been issued since the re-

striction against insuring contraband
was removed. Total profits to the bur
reau, it was said today, have approxi-
mated $4,000,000 since it began busi-
ness In September, 1914; losses have
totaled about $1,000,000.

The increased demand for govern-
ment insurance on American ships and
cargoes of belligerent ports was main-
tained today. Another large number
,Jt applications was received by mail
and telegraph.

! FOUR THOUSAND MEN

I KILLED IN REVOLT

BERLIN, March 21. (By Wireless1
to Sayville, March 23.) Quoting from
a dispatch from the Stockholm cor-
respondent of the Vossischo Zeitung,
the Overseas Ncwb Agency (the of-- 1

ficial German news bureau), says:
"The number killed during the rev-

olution in Russia is now given of--j
udally as 4,000 and the number of
Wounded as 7.000. In Helsingford
Bpldlers killed about 100 of their of-
ficers. Admiral Nepenin, commander
Of the Russian Baltic fleet, has been
assassinated bv sailors. Appeals to
Workmen to desist from strikes have
jnade little impression as they were
issued by employers and not by the

orkingmen's party. The provision-
al government has promised food to

people but there is the same scarc-
ity as before the revolution. Virtual--

no independent news service is al-- I
lowed in Petrograd."
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NEW DEFENSIVE

GERMAN LINE

Forces Have Been Concentrat-
ing Between San Quentin

and Guise for Months.

CIVILIANS DO WORK

Deported French and Belgians
Compelled to Labor Under

Terrible Threats.

PARTS, March 23 The last batch
of repatriated French from the Somme
region who have arrived here agree
that the Germans have established a.'
defenshe line running through Cam
brai, St. Quentin, La Fere and Iaon.

One of the refugee said:
"For several months past the Ger-

mans have been concentrating in the
neighborhood of this line, particularly
between St. Quentin, Cambrai and
Guise All civilians deported from
northern France and Belgium were
forced to carry out militar works
feverishly constructed. They were
compelled to labor under terrible
threats The Germans constructed a.
complete new system of railroads and
dug deep shell-proo- f shelters. Local-- ,

ities south of the line were system-
atically evacuated and the greater
number of the inhabitants of the
towns and villages were repatriated,
only men and women capable of work-
ing being held. None of the people in
St. Quentin or Laon were repatriated,
however. On the contrary, the Ger- -

mans drew a cordon around these
towns and the most severe measures
were taken in recent months to pre-
vent anyone from either entering or
leaving them.
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RUSS TROOPS

PUSHING WEST

Turks, Defeated in 16-Ho-

Battle, Retreat to Kerind and
Make New Stand.

GERMAN LINE BROKEN

Russians Succeed in Driving
Out Two Garrisons in

Rumania.

PETROGRAD, via London. March
23, 2:50 p. m. (British admiralty per:
Wireless Press) Russian troops
pushing west from Kermanshas in
Persia, have reached a point less than
45 miles from the Mesopotamian bor-
der. The war office announced to-

day that after a Turkish army had
been beaten in a battle out-
side of Kerind the Turks had retreat-
ed to the vicinity of Kerind and made
another stand there.

Another Russian column has at
tacked the Turks along the Shirwan
river, a tributary of the Diala, about
midway between Germanshah and
Sakklz, from which last point another
Russian army has been pushing south-westwar- d

into Mesopotamia.
The Russians also have won a new

success near Lake Van, in southern
Turkish Armenia, capturing men and
material on the southwestern shore
of the lake.

PETROORAD. March 23, via Lon-
don, 2:50 P. m. (British admiralty
per Wlrelew Press.) By numerous
counter attacks the Russians have re-
paired the breach made in their lines
by the Germans near the Boresina
river east of Lida on the Russian front
in a recent attack, the war office an-
nounced today.

The Russians are feeling out the
Teutonic lines south of Galatz, on the
Rumanian front, and have succeeded
in driving out the garrisons of two
stations near Vadeni, between Galatz
and Braila, the war office announced
today. German airplanes dropped
bombs on Galatz.

ATTACK

ON U.S.

fj m
Two Men Creep Into Fort

Williams and Shoot

Down Guard.

PORTLAND. Me., March 23 Pri-
vate John Poor of the Third eompan
coast artillery corps at Fort Williams,
was shot and probably fatally wound-
ed early today while attempting to
capture two men w ho had made their
way into the reseration despite the
presence of a heavy guard and had
reached a point near one of the bat-
teries of guns. The men es- -

caped.
Because of the reported presence of

suspicious characters near the forts'
the guard force has been greatly in-

creased and every precaution taken
to protect government property.

On Wednesday night a shot was
fired at a soldier on guard at Port-
land headlight. More experienced men
were alter detailed for duty at the
fort and early today two men at-
tempted to pass in the darkness. Poor
grappled with them and was .hot in
the groin. At the post hospital it
was said the chances were against
his recovery. The bullet was from
a pistol of large caliber.

DUTCH HARBORS

CLOSED TO U. S.

All Armed Ships Barred Out
in Interest of Welfare of

Netherlands.

THE HAGUE. March 23, via Lon-
don. 11 15 a. m. Tho Handelsblad of
Amsterdam says today that the rumor
has reached it that Holland has re-- i
fused the request of the United States
for the admission of American armed
merchantmen to Dutch ports and that
consequently the Dutch harbors will
be closed to American and British
ships. s

"The government," adds the newspa-
per, "will assume a great responsibil-
ity whichever way the decision may
fall. The government seems to be-

lieve Germany would interpret as an
unfriendly act on our part by which
we would come into line with Interna-
tional usages, the justice of which
Germany recognised before the war,"

Fear of re prisals by the United
States or Great Britain now or after
tho war is expressed by the newspaper
but the Dutch government, it declares,
must do only what justice and the in-

terests of Tho Netherlands dictate.
fr

PLANT OFFERED

TO GOVERNMENT

Largest Time-Fus- e Factory to
Be Given to the United

States.

SALT LAKE CITY, March 23. Ten-
der of one of the largest time-fus- e

manufacturing plants in the country
was made to the United States gov-
ernment today by D. T. Smith, head
of the D. T. Smith & Co, who is in
Salt Lake City to inspect mining prop-
erties. The factory la located at
Irvington. N. Y., and has a capacity
of 15,000 time-fuse- s a da. Mr. Smith
declared that German sympathizers
had several times attempted to blow
up the plant.
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MAYOR MITCHEL IS

CALLED TO SENATE

ALBANY, N. Y., March 23. A reso-
lution summoning Mayor John Purroy
Mltchel of New York to the bar of the
senate to explain grounds for his alle-
gation that Democratic Leader Robert
P Wagner was aiding Germany by de-

caying the Rockaway fortifications site
bill, was introduced In the senate

by Senator Wagner.
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Grand Duke Nicholas Looms Large

In the Reorganization of Russia

y

Grand Duke Nicholas.

Grand Duke Nicholas, idol of the Russian army and ranked as Russia's
master strategist, looms up as the big military figure of the hour in the
empire which has just witnessed a successful and almost bloodless revolu-
tion, and the abdication of itr. emperor.

JEWS WILL DE

EMANCIPATED

First Steps Toward Giving He-

brews Their Freedom in
Russia Being Taken.

WASHINGTON. March 23. First
steps by the new Russian government
toward the emancipation of Jews were;
reported today by Ambassador Fran-cis- ,

who said all educational restrlc-- '
tions as to both schools and colleges!
had been removed.

Officials here look on this step as aj
forecast of freedom for the Jews in
Russia. Incidentally also it forecasts
removal of passport restrictions be-

cause of which the i nlted States ab-

rogated the commercial treaty with!
Russia and leads to confidence that
tho treaty soon may be renewed.

Combined wiih steps toward home
rule in Finland and promises of au-

tonomy for Poland, it convinces offi-

cials that tho new leaders intend to
carry out their liberal program at
once, as establishing a firmer founda- -

tion on which tho war can be prose-- ,

cuted here successfully.
oo

HARVARD TO BE

TRAINING CAMP

Will Turn Over University
for Military Purposes in

Event of War.

CAMBRIDGE, Mass., March 23 A
semi-offici- announcement that In the
event Of war the college year at Har-
vard university probably would be ter-
minated within a short time and the
university plant turned into a military
training camp was made today. The
announcement was in the form of an
editorial in the Harvard Crimson.

uu

ANNUAL AUTOMOBILE

RACE IS CALLED OFF

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind.. March 23
The annual 500-mil- automobile race,
scheduled for tho Indianapolis motor
speedway on Memorial dav was de-
clared off today by James A. Alli-
son, secretary-treasure- r of the com-
pany, because of the threatening war
conditions

Mr Allison also announced that
the big plant recently constructed
here for tho manufacture of racing
CUTS would be turned over to tho gov--
ernment for run nnfact'M "ins aeroplane!
motors,

WOMAN HIKER

UNDER ARREST

Trio Suspected of Being Ger-

man Spies in Custody Oth-
ers to Be Apprehended.

ATLANTA. Ga . March 23 Federal
officers today caused the arrest on sus-
picion of Mrs. A T. Enden. a German
young woman who had been traveling
with Valerian Johannes Pleczynski,
taken into custody here yesterday with
Hugo Coutandin. The two men said
they were walking around the world.
Pieczynski on a bet and Coutandin as
his i mi' keeper Suspicion that the trio
might be German spies was the cause
of their arrest.

Federal officers said they also had
requested Chattanooga police to ar-res- !

A T. Enden, who the young wom-
an under arrest here says she mar-
ried In San Diego, Cal., after having
walked there from Salt Lake Cit with
Pleczynski. They said the arrest of
other "hikers" In different parts of the
country also had been ordered.

WORKING ON THE

LINCOLN HIGHWAY

SALT LAKE CITY. March 23 The
projected 22 miles of concrete road
across the mud flats of the Great
Salt Lake desert by which the Lin-
coln Highway association will make
a boulevard of the only impassable
stretch on the new route through this
state was assured today when it was
announced that $7,500, the first in-

stallment for the work, had been de-

posited by Henry' B. Joy, of Detroit,
president of tho Lincoln Highway as-

sociation, with the Utah State Na-
tional bank. Actual work on this
Btretch will begin as soon as weather
permits.
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FATHER OF YOUNG

MURDERER DIES

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich., March 23.
Warren W. Walte, 6n years old, father
of Arthur Warren Waite, under sen
tonce of death in New York for the
murder of John E Peck, by poison-
ing, died at his home early toda.s He
had been 111 ten days of pneumonia.

The younger Waite was arrested one
year ago today.

STEAMER BALTIC SAFE.
NEW YORK. March 23. The White

Star steamship Baltic, which left here
March IS for Liverpool, with seventy
seven passengers, has arrived safely,
according to a cablegram receive)
here today.

GREAT GERMAN RETREAT 1
BRINGS JOY TO THE LONG I

SUFFERING FRENCH PEOPLE I
American Reief Commission Distributes Food H

Among Starving Germans Took Everything

From Farms and With Them All Strong I
Men, Boys, Women and Girls to

Work in Germany. I
WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES IN

FRANCE, Thursday. March 22, via
Ivondon, March L'2. 1 a. m. (From staff
correspondent of the Associated
Press i The real human interest in
the great retreat of the Germans lies
half ruined villaged formerly occupied
by them. The joy of the people over
what they proclaim to be their libera,
tion is wonderful to see A package
of well buttered sandwiches, disfribui-e- d

among the children of one village,
caused greater excitement than the
evacuation of the Germans

'It is butter'" cried several shrill
lit tip voices to show their mothers,
grandmothers and grandfathers what
they had received Through the open
doors could be heard such expressions
as : "Praise God, there is butter again
in France."

Americans Distribute Food.
The American relief commission has

been able to distribute flour, coffee,
sugar, lard, limited quantities of rice,
some cereals, soap, salt and vinegar. jH
but no butter. 'HThe Associated Press correspondent
had a cup of American coffee, sweet-
ened with American sugar, with a flH
peasanl family living next door to the
charred ruins of German dugouts near
the bank of the Somme There was
a loaf of brown bread on the table.

Paid in Bits of Paper.
' That also is from the Americans," 'iiiH

said the peasant mother, who was jflH
holding a child of two years on her illap. "We shall never forget the as- - r

sistance given us by America It saved liliifl
us. We have had nothing else since 'Lifl
soon after the beginning of the Ger- - IH
man occupation When the Germans IH
first began taking our goods, our IH
horses, our cattle, our sheep, our ves- - Rsiifl
etables and everything else we raised jfl
on the farm they gave us bits of paper
officially stamped by regimental s,

which they said were bonds,
telling us we should present them to
President Poincare for payment. Here
are some of the bonds," she said, as
she displayed at least two score of
scribbled acknowledgements of obliga IH
tions

"But, in the last year or so. all we
have been able to raise has been taken
without even these bonds." she con- - lH
tinned "We have been encouraged to
cultivate our farms, then everything
was taken and we were compelled to
life on American relief. It is terrible.
sir, but you are an American. Please
have another cup of coffee. I am
sorry we have no milk. We have had
none for more than a year, all the
cows having been taken away by the
Germans W e have had no fresh meal
for nine months."

Iron Rule Enforced.
For a time, the peasants say. they

were allowed to keep hens on the con- -

dition that they produce five eggs
for each hen weekly for the German
authorities If the hens did not la
five eggs the peasants had to borrow
them from their neighbors, and they
were delighted when the hens at last
were confiscated.

There is an undeniable thrill at-

tached to motoring over the old front
line positions on these changeable
spring days, when chilling snow
squalls intermingle with flashes of
warm brilliant sunshine. Within a
week roads have penetrated almost
countless trench positions and extend-
ed themselves over what once was No
Man's Land Running alon- - these
roads in broad daylight it is hard to
renlize that six days ago one dared Hlifl
not lift an eye above the parapet of
tho front fire trenches.

Endless Wire Defenses.
In penetrating the former German

positions a lasting memory alwavs
is one of endless chains of rusted IH
barbed wire. This has been a most
aluable means of defense for the Ger-

mans and from the amount which mav
be seen stretching away in every di-

rection as far as tho eye reaches it
would seem that all the German In-

dustrial plants had been turned to
wire making. It is not the ordinary
barb wire known in America, hut the
barbs, long and stoul. are attached
to tho wire at intervals of half an
Inch,

"If it had not been for the barbed
wire this war would have been over
long ago," a British officer declared.

Carry Off Women and Girls.
In leaving the territory recently

evacuated, the Germans have taken
away In addition to all strong men
and boys above K, nil women and
munication recently mentioned the
taking of fifty women and girls from
Noyon. On February IT last the Ger
mans received 423 from Nesle. It is
said that all women capable of work-
ing in German factories or on German

( Continued on Page 6 )
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VIOLENT FIGHT

IN HAMREGION

Germans Gain Some Ground
But Are Counterattacked

and Driven Back.

FRENCH ADVANCING

Two Companies of Chasseurs
Cut Way Through Germans

and Take Prisoners.

PARIS. March 23 A violent attack
was made by the Germans last night
north of St. Simon in the region of
Ham. Too ay s war office announce-
ment says the Germans gained some
ground at the beginning but were coun

immediately and driven
back as far as Seraucourt-le-Grandc- .

three miles northeast of St. Simon.
The French continued to advance

north of Soissons. Fresh detachments
crossed the Aillette

The statement says details which
had been received regarding the at-

tack by the Germans on the Vregny-Chlvre- fl

line show that they suffered
heavy losses. Two companies of
French chausseurs which were isolat-
ed for a moment from the remainder
of the troops cut their way through
and brought back prisoners.

The statement follows:
North of St. Simon the enemy made

a violent attack last night on our po-

sitions near the village of Artemps.
our troops were thrown hack slightly
at first, but immediately counter-a- t

tacked with vigor and succeeded in
driving the enemy as far as Serau
court-l- Orand

"There was heavy artillery fighting
between the Somme and the Oise.
South of the Oise further detachments
crossed the Aillette There was inter-
mittent cannonading in the hill region.

New Progress Madt
"North of Soissons we made new

progress, it is now learned that the
attack made by the enemy against the
Vregny-Chivre- s front was extremely
violent. The Germans hurled an en-

tire regiment at a single point. Two
of our companies of chausseurs, mo-
mentarily isolated, succeeded after vio-

lent lighting in disengaging themselves
and returning with prisoners.

The losses Inflicted on the enemy in
these fruitless attacks were heavy.

Several surprise attacks of the ene-
my, northwest of Rheims. near

in Avocourt wood
land in the region of St. Mihiel were
repulsed.

oo

GERMANY FEELS

DEEPLY INSULTED

Berlin Press Talks of "Nor-
wegian Insolence' Which

Will Not Be Tolerated.

AMSTERDAM, March 23, via Lon-

don. 2:15 p. m. Indications of renew-
ed tension between .Norway and tier-man-

are appearing in the German
newspapers. The Cologne Gazette
makes a feature of an editorial head
ed . "Norwegian Insolence." In which
it says:

"The press of Norway in these days
has assumed a lone of an insulting
character which Germany cannot tol-

erate. The Norwegians would do well
to remember that their unbridled
press campaign once before led to dip-

lomatic tension. A sense of responsi-
bility should have kept the papers from
again singing the same turn

oa--
NAVY TEAM TO TRAVEL

VALLEJO, Cal., March 22. Baseball
will be used by the navy department
as a means of attracting recruits. It
was announced at the Mare Island
navy yard today. The armored cruif-e- r

Huntington, formerly the West Vir-
ginia, now here, has a crack nine
which will be sent out to demonstrate
thai life in the navy is not all work


